ADVENTUROUS TRAVELLER

once he narrowly escaped death. But the glory of
memorable deeds was denied him. He could hope for
nothing better than a grey, dull existence, in which duty
meant ceaseless routine. In such circumstances his
unforced, unbroken conscientiousness stands out as a
sterling quality. In later years he habitually made
reference to "the insignificant part" he played in the
War. In that phrase we catch a hint of what he would
have liked to do. It is not for him, but it is for us, to
point out that the quality of courage was variously
displayed during those years. Not always was it
greatest in its most obvious manifestation. Some of
the most courageous decisions of that period will never
be known to us. In time of war there are few who are
not called upon to show great bravery in one form or
another.

Small service is done to the Prince by those writers
who, striving to emphasise his democratic sympathies,
make elaborate apology for his every action and its
supposed motive. Unfortunately, many examples of this
kind of writing exist, but for extreme ineptitude the
following is difficult to surpass : "When the Prince
asked for a light for his cigarette or asked for a cigarette
it was not because he wished to be considered friendly,
but because he really needed a light or a smoke, and in
bringing his personal needs before the humblest soldier
showed that even a prince is at best a man indeed."
What is the effect of such an observation but to make
the average reader suspect that some of the soldiers
who casually met the Prince thought him patronising ?
Does it not create the very impression it is unneces-
sarily attempting to remove ? What kind of information
is this that reveals that the Prince asked for a light fof
his cigarette because he really needed a light ? So sadly
misconceived an explanation is only too successful in
making the Prince appear an utterly unreal person. It
is an example of that kind of obsequiousness which he
himself has always deprecated. If any proof is wanted
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